
 

 

 
 

MassArt opens new $40m Design and Media 
Center 

 

KEITH BEDFORD/GLOBE STAFF 

By Mark Shanahan GLOBE STAFF  JANUARY 20,  2016  

The Massachusetts College of Art and Design opened its new Design and Media Center Tuesday 

and Governor Charlie Baker stopped by to celebrate the occasion. Designed by New York 

architect Susan Rodriguez, the Design and Media Center is the new front door to the MassArt 

campus, connecting all of the college’s adjacent buildings through the three-story glass facade at 

621 Huntington Ave. The $40 million project is one of Baker’s major higher-ed capital projects. 

“We are excited for the new opportunities and talent that this facility will help continue to bring 

to greater Boston and Massachusetts’ design economy,” the governor (pictured with Kurt 

Steinberg, MassArt executive vice president) said in a statement. 

January 20, 2016 

UVM: 16,493,721 
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TANJA ALEXIA HOLLANDER; COURTESY OF CARROLL & SONS, BOSTON 

 

“Lucky & Toby Hollander, Portland, Maine,” 2010.  
Relationship: family, parents. Years known: 35-40. 

How much would you pay for a Facebook friend — and an exclusive photo 

shoot? 

That’s the question Massachusetts College of Art and Design will ask attendees 
at its annual auction on April 9, when the college will take bids on a buzzy 

commission with acclaimed photographer Tanja Hollander, valued at 

$6,000 and part of her globe-spanning project, “Are You Really My Friend?” 
 

Hollander’s ambitious undertaking, which she kicked off in the final hours of 
2010, has seen the 1994 Hampshire College alumna trek across continents to 

meet and photograph all her Facebook friends, crafting video documentaries 

in addition to a vast gallery of portraits. Given that Hollander had 626 friends 

at the time, that’s a lot of traveling — and the art community has taken notice. 
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A solo exhibit of “Are You Really My Friend?” will go on display at the 
Massachusetts Museum of Contemporary Art in North Adams in March 2017. 

It’s the latest in a string of notable exhibitions of the project, including shows 
at the Portland Museum of Art in Maine; the Carl-Schurz-Haus in Freiberg, 

Germany; and Jim Kempner Fine Art in New York. 

 

The winner of the MassArt commission, whose hammer-price bid will be 

donated to student scholarships and programming, will receive a 30-inch-by-

30-inch photograph of themselves, their family, and/or a view of the bidder’s 
choice. The portrait will also be included in the exhibit at MASS MoCA — and, 

of course, the winner will become one of Hollander’s numerous Facebook 
friends. 

 

Of course, whether she’ll follow you back on Twitter is another question 
entirely. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

By Meredith Goldstein 

MassArt raised more than $1 million at its 27th annual benefit auction over the 

weekend. The night drew more than 700 collectors to the Bakalar & Paine Galleries. The 

big-ticket item of the evening was “SA-4 (Dark Side of the Moon West), 2015,” a mixed-

media work by former MassArt faculty Tomas Vu that went for $33,000. Guests at the 

celebration included MassArt president elect David Nelson and wife Kimberly; 

auction co-chairs Katie Block and Cheryl Franklin; Isabella Stewart Gardner 

Museum director Peggy Fogelman; and MassArt director of curatorial programs Lisa 

Tung and event sponsors Marc Wurbel and Jerome Urvoy. 

 

Names can be reached at names@globe.com. Follow Meredith Goldstein on 

Twitter @MeredithGoldste. 
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From left: designer and scholarship winner Kathryn Higham, show co-chairs Emma Calus 
and Ashley Karger, MassArt VP Marjorie O’Malley. 
 
The nabobs were nattily attired at MassArt’s annual Fashion Show, which was 
held over the weekend. The evening began with a reception at Cinquecento 
Trattoria in the South End and ended with a runway show of student designs 
at the Power Station next door. Event co-chairs Emma Calusand Ashley 
Karger welcomed over 1,000 guests, includingAshley Bernon, Kristina 
Hare Lyons, Megan O’Block, Roberta Moore, Molly Shannon, Anne 
Gallo and Jean Hynes. 
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The Massachusetts College of Art and Design’s latest fund-raising campaign got a big boost from 
alumnus Arne Glimcher, one of the world’s leading art dealers. Glimcher, the founder of Pace 
Gallery, gave a $1 million gift to MassArt’s Unbound: Campaign for the Bakalar & Paine 
Galleries, which is seeking to raise $12 million to revitalize the three-floor gallery space on 
Huntington Avenue. So far, the school has raised $7 million of the total. The renovation of the 
Bakalar & Paine Galleries is the final phase of the college’s $140 million campaign, launched in 
2010, to transform the MassArt campus. “We are incredibly fortunate to announce this 
campaign with one of the largest gifts in the history of the college by one of MassArt’s most 
esteemed alumni,” MassArt president David Nelson said of Glimcher’s gift. In addition to 
being a renowned art dealer, Glimcher is a movie producer and director. In 1992, he directed 
“The Mambo Kings,” based on Oscar Hijuelos’s book “The Mambo Kings Play Songs of Love.” 
Glimcher was nominated for a best original song Oscar for the film’s “Beautiful Maria of My 
Soul.” 
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